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a lack of hope for moms and dads of any-
body—Palestinian moms and dads—it both-
ers me. It bothers me to think there are some
whose children are so hopeless they're will-
ing to commit suicide. And so one of the
things we’ve got to work for and one of the
things our Nation will work for is reforms
coupled with humanitarian help, reforms
with the chance for there to be economic
development, so people can realize a normal
life.

And as to who’s going to accept what, we’ll
find out. But one of the things that’s going
to be clear is that the world is rallying toward
these reforms. And that’s what our job is to
do, is to lead them to those reforms. It makes
a lot of sense. And this is a good first step
toward the path to peace.

Listen, thank you all for coming.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:55 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Crown Prince Abdullah of Saudi
Arabia; President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt; and
Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Author-

ity.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
Implementation of the Inter-
American Convention Against
Corruption

May 7, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)

Pursuant to the resolution of advice and
consent to ratification of the Inter-American
Convention Against Corruption adopted by
the Senate on July 27, 2000, the President
must submit to the Speaker of the House
of Representatives and the Chairman of the
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations an
annual implementation report each year for
a 5-year period, beginning after the initial
report was filed in April 2001.

This second report to the Congress, pre-
pared by my Administration, indicates that
28 of the 34 members of the Organization
of American States have signed the Conven-
tion (Barbados and Belize signed in the past
year), and 25 members deposited their in-
struments of ratification with the Organiza-
tion of American States.
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Since the last report, the realization that
corruption threatens political and economic
stability, undermines democracy, and can
create conditions ripe for terrorism has fo-
cused governments on the need to actively
combat this international scourge. The Inter-
American Convention contributes to this
fight in the Americas and serves as a model
to other regions. With the development of
an effective evaluation mechanism, the Con-
vention will help establish a new level of
transparency and accountability. This report
also outlines the steps taken to establish an
evaluation mechanism, known as the Com-
mittee of Experts, to oversee implementation
of the Convention.

I look forward to working with you to en-
sure that we continue to combat corruption
in our hemisphere and across the globe.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. This letter was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on May
8.

Remarks at Rufus King International
Baccalaureate High School in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

May 8, 2002

The President. Thank you very much for
that warm welcome. I'm—it is an honor for
me to be here. I want to thank you for the
invitation. As you can tell, I'm going to spend
a little time talking about education, and a
good place to talk about education and edu-
cational excellence is in centers of excellence.
Rufus King International High is a center of
excellence. So is Clarke Street Elementary,
and I appreciate the invitation.

As my friend the Secretary of Education
said, he is traveling around the country to
spread the word that we passed new legisla-
tion in Washington, DC, new education re-
form. I'm honored to join him here in the
great State of Wisconsin as part of his tour.
His job is to implement the law as quickly
as possible so that no child is left behind,
and I want to thank Rod for his hard work.



